Art beat

CELEBRATING THE LITTLE THINGS Everyday moments, snatches of family life and a sense
of belonging are the tender inspiration behind this recent graduate’s exhibition

ARLY Simpkins’ studio has a calm-
ing nature to it. The usual chaos of
a young artist is still there — scat-
tered paint tins and brushes — but
the sky-blue canvases lining the
walls reflect the peaceful soul of their creator.

Simpkins, 23, first ventured to the Top End
with her family in 2008 from NSW, a major
change that rippled through her life.

She was forced to negotiate her sense of be-
longing after leaving her older siblings behind,
while adjusting to a new pace of life in the Ter-
ritory.

Belonging: people, place and time is the first
solo exhibition for the recent graduate.

It reflects the way unstoppable change im-
pacted on her sense of belonging and the peace
found in the little moments of life.

But the show is bittersweet as it also marks an
end point for her life in Darwin.

Following her exhibition at DVVA, Simpkins
will pack up her paints and brushes, and head
to the big smoke in Sydney, changing the family
dynamic captured in her paintings yet again.

But her art is not focused on the disruption or
the negative impacts of adjusting to a new life.

Instead, Simpkins’ delicate and free-flowing
watercolour paintings are a celebration of the
special moments she has shared and witnessed
within her family and her own sense of belong-
ing. They're a true appreciation of the little
things in life.

“This series of work was inspired when I was
on holiday and saw the interactions with my
two-year-old niece Niamh and her aunties and

uncles,” she said.

“I wanted to capture those little moments. It's
about belonging and how I belong among the
family.”

Simpkins knows that sense of belonging she
has built with her family in Darwin will change
dramatically when she ventures down south
with her sister, leaving behind her parents, her
other sister and the niece she has bonded so
closely with.

“It's been such a particularly special time in
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my life because I've seen my niece grow up,” she
said.

“But I've got a brother in Sydney with three
kids, so it’s just a new adventure to embrace.”

There are some nerves though.

“The biggest challenge is going to be the drive
to keep going while I'm meeting new people and
making new networks there,” she said.

“I imagine it’s going to be a different culture

Carly Simpkins explores the everyday moments of life in her first exhibition since graduating from a visual arts degree at

Charles Darwin University
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and more competitive.

“In Darwin it’s easy to fall into things and it’s
really easy to make connections, and the arts
community has been really supportive.”

Simpkins is one of many young artists who are
slowly discovering their practice and developing
their skills post-university.

“It’s totally liberating,” she said after spending
her first six months outside the university walls.

“I didn't feel like I had to impress anyone. Not
being surrounded by people to talk to was chal-
lenging, but it forced me to make decisions on
my own and really let my inner artist out.

“It feels more like a natural step now and not
nearly as scary. It's allowed me to have a more
honest practice.”

Belonging: people, place and time at DVAA Roller
Door Gallery from July 3-25



